
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF 
AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY 
 

Voluntary Report – Voluntary - Public Distribution   Date:   January 17, 2023 

        Report Number: IN2023-0003 

 

Report Name: India's FSSAI Rolls Out Re-Operationalized Labeling and 

Display Regulations 

Country: India 

Post:  New Delhi 

Report Category:   FAIRS Subject Report 

 

Prepared By:  Radha Mani, Agricultural Assistant and Mariano J. Beillard, Senior Regional 

Agricultural Attaché 

Approved By: Ronald  Verdonk, Agricultural Minister Counselor 

 

Report Highlights: 

On January 6, 2023, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare/Food Safety and Standards Authority of 

India (FSSAI) notified on its public website, Direction STD/SP-08/A1.2022/N-01-Part(I). The FSSAI 

directive indicates that the draft Food Safety and Standards (Labeling and Display) Amendment 

Regulations (2022), as per provisions specified in its earlier directives of June 17, 2022 and of 

November 30, 2022, is re-operationalized as of January 1, 2023. India's FSSAI is issuing this directive 

assuming that the regulation in its final form will be delayed for the foreseeable future. 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety 

and Standards Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in. The Foreign 

Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi, 

USDA, and/or the U.S. government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. The Government 

of India has not officially endorsed this report. Import approval for any product is subject to local 

rules and regulations as interpreted by Indian officials at the time of product entry. [Note: Use 

Google Chrome to access those links that do not open in Microsoft Edge. Indian host sites geo-

block site access on a rolling basis].  

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

On January 6, 2023, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare/Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India (FSSAI) notified on its website the Direction STD/SP-08/A1.2022/N-01-

Part(I) (see, Appendix I).   

 

The FSSAI direction states that the draft Food Safety and Standards (Labeling and Display) 

Amendment Regulations (2022), as per provisions specified in its earlier directives of June 17, 

2022, and of November 30, 2022, are re-operationalized as of January 1, 2023. India’s FSSAI is 

issuing this directive assuming that the regulation in final form will be delayed for the 

foreseeable future.  

 

Background: 

 

FSSAI Directive of November 30, 2022: Previously on December 6, 2022, the FSSAI notified 

on its website the draft notification F. No. STD/SP-08/A1.2022/N-01 (November 30, 2022). 

The draft Food Safety and Standards (Labeling and Display) Regulations (2022) include 

labeling requirements for non-retail containers, minimally processed products such as wheat, 

rice, cereals, pulses, fruits, vegetables and/or products that contain a single ingredient; tolerance 

limits for certain food products; as well as a warning statement related to Pan Masala (see, 

Appendix II).1 

 

FSSAI Directive of June 17, 2022: The FSSAI had earlier proposed amendments to the Food 

Safety and Standards (Labeling and Display) Regulations (2020), to include provisions 

related to labeling of non-retail containers in line with the Codex Alimentarius (Codex) standards 

on this subject. As the proposed amendments would require time to be approved and published in 

final form, the FSSAI proceeded to make operative its draft amendments (see, Appendix III).  

                                                           
1 Pan (paan) masala (PM) is a mixture made from the areca nut (commonly referred to as betel nut and/or supari), 

lime, catechu (kattha) (an extract of the acacia tree used as a food additive, astringent, tannin, and dye), and 

flavoring agents. The areca nut is highly addictive and carcinogenic. The International Agency for Research on 

Cancer (IARC) has identified betel quid itself, with (PM-T) or without tobacco, as a group I carcinogen. The use of 

the Areca nut in any form causes oral cancer in humans. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) does not 

have regulations specific to areca nut, but it does regulate the areca nut as an imported food and/or, when mixed 

with tobacco, as a tobacco product. See, 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8192186/#:~:text=The%20International%20Agency%20for%20Res

earch,areca%20nut%20chewers%20%5B37%5D. 

 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8192186/#:~:text=The%20International%20Agency%20for%20Research,areca%20nut%20chewers%20%5B37%5D
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8192186/#:~:text=The%20International%20Agency%20for%20Research,areca%20nut%20chewers%20%5B37%5D
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The full text of the current Direction STD/SP-08/A1.2022/N-01-Part(I) is located on the FSSAI 

website at:  

 

https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2023/01/63bcddfe6bdfaDirection_Reoperationalisati

on.pdf 

 

 

The full text of the draft Food Safety and Standards (Labeling and Display) Regulations 

(2022) is located on the FSSAI website at: 

 

https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/uploadfiles/files/Draft_Notification_05_12_2022.pdf 

 

 

The full text of the amendments to the Food Safety and Standards (Labeling and Display) 

Regulations (2020) is located on the FSSAI website at:  
 

https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2022/06/62af3e788565cDirection_Pan_Masala_17_0

6_2022_.pdf 

 

  

https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2023/01/63bcddfe6bdfaDirection_Reoperationalisation.pdf
https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2023/01/63bcddfe6bdfaDirection_Reoperationalisation.pdf
https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/uploadfiles/files/Draft_Notification_05_12_2022.pdf
https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2022/06/62af3e788565cDirection_Pan_Masala_17_06_2022_.pdf
https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2022/06/62af3e788565cDirection_Pan_Masala_17_06_2022_.pdf
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APPENDIX I: FSSAI Direction on Re-Operationalization of Food Safety and Standards 

(Labeling and Display) Regulations 
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APPENDIX II: DRAFT FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS (LABELING AND 

DISPLAY) REGULATIONS (2022) 
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APPENDIX III: FSSAI DIRECTION ON OPERATIONALIZATION OF FOOD SAFETY 

AND STANDARDS (LABELING AND DISPLAY) REGULATIONS (2022) 
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Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


